Dear Editor-in-Chief
Every year in the world there are 600,000 new cases of patients diagnosed with head and neck cancer (1, 2) . In Poland head and neck cancer accounts for 4.5% of all cancer cases which in 2008 reached 6046 (3) . The aim of study was to assess the quality of life in patients' treatment due to head and/or neck cancer. Study was conducted of 48 patients (52.08% men), treatment at the Oncology Center, Maria Skłodowska-Curie Institute in Warsaw, Poland, in 2015. The standardized questionnaire EORTC QLQ-C30 and QLQ-H&N35 module for these patients. The study was approved by the local Ethics Committee and the management of the hospital. All subjects gave their written informed consent to participation in the study. Oral sensitivity was more common among patients completed treatment compared against those who still received treatment (P=0.04). Women reported primarily difficulties in swallowing of mashed foods (P=0.03) and impaired smell (P=0.02). A statistically significant relation was found between the sense of a dry mouth and the stage of treatment (P=0.00). The difficulties associated with phone conversations were dependent on the health condition of patients (P=0.04). The difficulties in family communication significantly impaired the quality of life of patients (P=0.01). No such relation was found in case of social relations. There was a correlation between satisfaction with sex and health condition of patients (P=0.03).
